A Thought for the Nine Days

BS”D

The Parsha of Masei is always read the week prior to the period known as the Nine Days of Av. This period is a time of great mourning and crying for the great loss of both of our Batei Mikdash – the clearest physical connection of Am Yisrael to Hashem. In this Parsha we can find a clear symbol for one of the reasons why we lost  this special connection to Hashem.

The symbol is found in a discussion between Moshe Rabbeinu and the leader of the tribe of Menashe. Menashe's leaders approached Moshe with the problem of the inheritance of the daughters of Tzelafchad. The daughters of Tzleafchad were bequeathed with the land allotment in Israel of their father. The leaders told Moshe that if the daughters would marry out of their tribe then the land bequeathed to them would move to another tribe. 

Moshe spoke to Hashem and told the leaders of Menashe that they were 'right' and therefore woman would not be allowed to marry out of their tribe. From Moshe's answer it seems that the leader words were the right and good thing to do. 

Even though Moshe seems to be telling the leaders of Menashe that their words were good and true, it seems from a Gemara the outcome of these words was much less good and true. Raban Gamliel states in a  Mishna in Mesechet Taanit (30:B) that the two greatest days in the year are Yom Kippur and the 15th of Av. The Gemara examines why Raban Gamliel mentioned the 15th of  Av. One of the reasons given is that the tribes were allowed to intermarry again after the many years of segregation since the time of Menashe's leader's approach to Moshe.

From this Gemara it is clear that the segregation was not a good outcome, since one of the greatest days of the year celebrates the dissolution this segregation. 

The resolution to this contradiction is the appropriate symbol which teaches us on of the main reasons for the Nine Days of Mourning. Even though the leader's of Menashe were right about the problem of the daughters of Tzelafchad marrying into other tribes and the solution of declaring segregation between the tribes was the correct solution the outcome of this solution was not the desirous one. The best way to live as Am Yisrael is the complete integration of all tribes as a single nation.

Therefore the day when the capture of the land was complete and the land was bequeathed completely to all tribes so that the people of Israel can live integrated as one is considered one as one of the greatest days in the year. 

The Torah is teaching us in this Parsha that the greatest times of Israel are when they act as one living as one in the ways of Hashem. Therefore this Parsha is appropriate for as a lead in for the Nine days of Mourning which was caused by strife and hate between Jews. 

