Purim for the Refuah Shleimah of my Father

There is an interesting Gemara that connects Kabalat Torah to Purim:  

ויתיצבו בתחתית ההר אמר רב אבדימי בר חמא בר חסא מלמד שכפה הקדוש ברוך הוא עליהם את ההר כגיגית ואמר להם אם אתם מקבלים התורה מוטב ואם לאו שם תהא קבורתכם אמר רב אחא בר יעקב מכאן מודעא רבה לאורייתא אמר רבא אף על פי כן הדור קבלוה בימי אחשורוש שבת דף פח עמוד א 

Rav Avdimi Bar Chama Bar Chasa teaches: When Am Yisrael received the Torah on Har Sinai Hashem placed the mountain over the heads of Am  and said: “Either you accept the Torah or you will be buried on the spot”. Rav Acha Bar Yaacov questions Rav Avdimi's statement: If Hashem threatened Am Yisrael with their lives, then the acceptance of the Torah was forced upon them with the punishment of death, so a person can say that they don't want to keep the Torah since they never accepted the Torah wholeheartedly! Rava answers that Am Yisrael willingly received the Torah a second time on Purim.

We can ask a question on the Gemara's point that Am Yisrael received the Torah willingly again on Purim. If we follow the story of the Megilla we can notice that the reason Am Yisrael accepted Hashem's Torah again on Purim had to do with the fact that their lives were in danger! The Gemara in Megilla (15:B) explains, that the reason Esther invited Haman to meet with her and Achashveirosh, was so that Am Yisrael won't think 'that they have sister in the house of the king”. This means that Esther felt that even though there was a decree on all of Am Yisrael to be destroyed, the Teshuva being done at that time was not complete, since the people of Am Yisrael were depending on the connections of Esther to Achashveirosh. Only when Esther burst their notion that she would be their savior, the people realized that there lives and existence were really in danger. Then and only then did Am Yisrael do complete Teshuva and accepted the Torah again.  Therefore we can ask what was the difference of the acceptance of the yoke of Torah at Har Sinai, compared to the acceptance during Purim. Both times the Torah was accepted under duress!

I believe we can answer this question based on the words of Rabbi Dessler in the Sefer Michtav Me'Eliyahu. Rabbi Dessler explains the words of Rav Avidimi as follows: The the placing of the mountain above the heads of Am Yisrael, is a metaphor. What actually happened was, that Hashem raised Am Yisrael to the highest level of spirituality to see the real truth of the meaning of the Torah and the Torah way of life. When Am Yisrael saw with such clarity the meaning of a life of Torah, they realized that living any other kind of life except the Torah life was actually a living death. Therefore Am Yisrael accepted the Torah at Har Sinai.

According to Rabbi Dessler's explanation we now have to understand Rav Acha's question, that being forced to accept the Torah precludes keeping any of the Mitzvos. Since the Torah was given with such clarity, how can anyone state that they were forced into accepting the Torah and therefore do not have to keep it.

According to Rav Dessler we can explain that Rav Acha's point was that Am Yisrael's claim to Hashem is based on the different spiritual levels of life that we live. We accepted the Torah at Har Sinai because Hashem raised our spiritual levels to the highest realms so that we can see the real meaning of the Torah and the Torah way of life. After Har Sinai though we had to go back to our regular lives.  Therefore we can claim to Hashem, when we accepted the Torah at Har Sinai, it was according to our level of spirituality and closeness to you at the time. You cannot expect us to keep up such a level when we are so far away from you.

The answer given by Rava in the Gemara is that we received the Torah again at Purim. Purim is the celebration of hidden miracles. Everything that happened in the story of Purim seems natural at the onset. On Purim Am Yisrael realized their connection to Hashem in this world, without the special spiritual lifting they had at Har Sinai. Am Yisrael saw the truth of the Torah and the Torah way of life through the hidden miracles of Purim. So when they accepted the sovereignty of Hashem on Purim, it was done through their own realization alone. Therefore their acceptance of the Torah on Purim, was completely willful after seeing the real truth even in the regular mundane world.

The acceptance of Torah during Purim, was through being able to see and recognize Hashem's presence and greatness in the regular world. Therefore this acceptance was  where Am Yisrael commited themselves completely to the Torah.

Based on this issue of seeing Hashem in this world we can now explain the words of the Vilna Gaon on the Gemara in Berachos: 

חייב אדם לברך על הרעה כשם שמברך על הטובה ברכות דף נד עמוד א

(a person must make a blessing for something bad the same way he blesses something good).

The Vilna Gaon explains the Gemara saying, that the way a person make a blessing for the good with his whole heart, so must he make the blessing for something bad that occurs.

Based on what we explained about Purim, we can understand the words of the Vilna Gaon. Am Yisrael accepted the Torah even though Hashem was 'hidden' from them. Meaning Am Yisrael saw that all that was occurring was bad for them, but they realized at the end even all the misfortunes come from Hashem for a good reason.

The Vilna Gaon is telling us that even when life seems unfortunate and there seems to be no way out, you can still bless Hashem with your whole heart, knowing that this is just a manifestation of Hashem's will so that you can improve on yourself. You just have to look beyond the material and find your own connection to Hashem.

My father, my teacher is a shining example of someone who lives in such a manner. Through all of his suffering and pain, through the many tribulations in his life, my father's perspective of Hashem's world and his strong Emuna in Hashem has never wavered.

May my father's example of Emuna and his many kind and good deeds be a Zechus for a Refuah Shleima, so that my father can continue to teach me and others the lesson of what is belief in Hashem.

Purim Sameach.

Please pray for the Refuah Shleima of Gershon Yehuda Ben Leah

