BS”D

Words of Hesped said at the Sheloshim of Avi Mori

Gershon Yehuda Ben Tzvi Avigdor Fried (HK”M)

Daddy, I would like to say a few words on this occasion. 

This week we celebrated Tu Bishvat the New Year for the trees. Daddy, it says in the first  Perek of Tehillim; Man can be like a tree by a body of water, where his leaves won't dry out. 

Daddy, for a tree to grow properly and well it must be nurtured and cared for. The ground where it is placed should be rich with nutrients and, as we saw in Tehillim, it must have a good water source. Water, we know Daddy,   symbolizes Torah. 

What would be amazing Daddy is to see a tree that has grown to heights, stands tall and gives shade to all, gives succulent fruit despite the fact that it grew under circumstances of parched land without any water.

Daddy as with the tree so it is for man. For a man to grow properly and well, he must come from a nurturing and caring family. His basic needs must be met as a child and he must be in a house where Torah resides. We  would be amazed at a  man who was not given such a chance; and yet  became a special unique person who casts his shade and gives fruit to all who meet him.

Daddy, you did not have the basic necessities while your were growing up   during the war years. You were taken away from your family and lived with non-Jewish strangers. During your formative years you grew up in parched earth without any real water supply.

Yet, Daddy, that did not stop you from becoming a mighty tree who has given us all the protection and the fruit that we need. You did not dry up you did not give in but became a better person from all your experiences.

Daddy, there is another point I would like to bring up. We studied Mishnayot in your memory. One of the Mesechtot I studied was Bava Batra. In the last Mishna we see one Tana says that if a person wants to become wise he should learn the laws of Nezikin. (torts, property rights, damages).

In another Gemara we find that if a person wants to become wise he should pray towards the Menorah in the Beis HaMikdash. Being that the  Menorah symbolizes Torah and a persons soul we must understand how to  explain the two seemingly contradictory Gemaras.

Daddy, There are two kinds of wisdom in this world. A worldly down to earth wisdom of how to deal with issue of this world, such as day to day, person to person issues; these are the issues mentioned in Bava Batra.

Then there is the wisdom of Torah and Hashem. A person who only has one of these types of wisdom cannot completely do Hashem's work. We can see this clearly with the concept that the Chachamim would not make a Gezeira that the people could not cope with.

A man who just has this-worldly wisdom cannot really comprehend what Hashem wants from him without the Torah wisdom. A man who just has the Torah wisdom and does not apply it to this world can not keep the Torah.

Daddy in you we have found the best of both worlds. Your wisdom in Torah was unmatchable and your grasp of this-worldly issues has set you apart from many who could not see as clearly as you.

Today at your Sheloshim we realize again our great loss and the great loss to Am Yisrael.

